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Introduction
This meeting with the Dutch network builds on the three earlier information and networking meetings
which were held in the course of the past few months, as well as on the outcomes of the Dutch
National Food Dialogue. The meeting is the last general networking meeting in the run-up to the UN
FSS Pre-Summit on 26-28 July 2021.

At the start of the meeting, chair Myrtille Danse expressed appreciation of the many activities that
have been undertaken by Dutch network actors in recent months, all in their different roles and
capacities. Key activity was the Dutch National Food Dialogue convened by the Ministries of
Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality, Foreign Affairs, and Health, Welfare and Sports. The Dialogue
report has been submitted to the UN and presented in a colourful magazine and a short after-movie.
Another key activity was the Independent Food Systems Dialogue co-hosted by a group of partners
and NFP, of which the feedback has been shared with the UN as well. Links to the feedback report and
the magazine can be found  in the reference section at the end of this meeting report.

General information about the UN FSS Pre-Summit

What does it look like?

● The current idea is one live session in the FAO building in Rome with maximum 300
participants, i.e. Ministers and Vice Ministers, accompanied by one official.

● UN Member state delegations will include maximally 15 people with speaking rights.
● In addition, there will be Action Track group delegations and Scientific group delegations. The

total number will remain limited.
● All other guests will participate via digital tools. Mechanisms will be in place for them to

contribute to the conversations and ask questions virtually. They can also view the broadcasts
of Ministerial meetings.

● A Frequently Asked Questions document is available on the UN FSS website, follow the link.
Link to main programme of the Pre-Summit >>
Link to the parallel sessions during the Pre-Summit >>

https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/unfss_pre-summit_faqs_long-form_jul2.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/unfss_pre-summit-tentative-main-programme-jun24.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/unfss_pre-summit-tentative-affiliated-sessions-programme-jun24.pdf


Dutch government preparations and insights
Preparations for the Pre-Summit are ongoing. Even if the UN process seems rather chaotic and hard to
interact with at this stage, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs expects good results can be achieved.

The Netherlands’ delegation will be headed by DG Agriculture (internationally called Vice Minister), and
include a high level Ministry of Foreign Affairs representative and the Permanent Representative in
Rome. No physical presence of the Ministers is foreseen; Minister Carola Schouten will deliver a
prerecorded video message. The Dutch delegation includes a youth representative, and the discussion
is ongoing on representation on behalf of the private sector (particularly SMEs) and NGOs. The
decision-making on the exact composition of the Dutch delegation and the instruction for that
delegation is slightly delayed due to the remaining uncertainties about the Pre-Summit.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has been approached by a lot of coalitions-in-development. The
Ministry decided to respond to those coalitions as they come forward, depending on the kind of
support that is going to be needed from the Dutch government. An example is a Nutrition coalition of
GAIN and several companies, the ideas of which are in a stage that can be taken forward. The Ministry
support varies, depending on the needs and the topic; currently there is no budget involvement.

The Netherlands’ delegation intends to keep an open connection with all stakeholders present in this
NL network meeting, prior to and during the Summit. The Ministries’ recommendation to all Dutch
stakeholders is to carefully follow and listen in to the Pre-Summit discussions. Before, during and after
the Pre-Summit, a lot of work will be done to develop action oriented coalitions. The weeks between
the Pre-Summit and the Summit will be very important also.

Q&A regarding Dutch government Preparations

● Why will the Netherlands not delegate Ministers?
○ A: The commitment is there, but Ministerial presence is difficult because of the timing

and the lack of a clear agenda. Still, the delegation will make sure the challenges of the
Netherlands are being heard in the Pre-Summit. At the Summit in New York there will
be political participation.

● What is the Dutch position?
○ A: It is fed by conversations in the science-policy interface and by the National

Dialogue. The formal instruction is being developed, very much in line with what the
Ministries developed in the previous months.

● While there are many discussions, also on contested issues such as the protein transition, it
seems there is a missed opportunity for stakeholder engagement?

○ A/Ministries: We welcome external partners’ input before the summit. Stakeholders
can decide for themselves to join or not join an alliance. Still, it is not fully clear where
the outcomes of the Summit will land.

● Is the Parliament involved?



○ A: There is no note to parliament. The Dutch contribution to the UN FSS is based on
existing policy. The Netherlands support the whole summit process, and do not
foresee an outcome that is different from the existing government position on food
systems.

● What funding decisions will be taken at the UN FSS? Would be good to have that discussion.
○ A: It is not yet clear whether the UN FSS will decide about funding, e.g. whether a new

fund will be created, or whether existing funds will be redirected based on the UN FSS
outcomes. At the Pre-Summit, certainly no funding decisions or pledges expected; at
the Summit itself, it may happen. Possibly big donors may come in with pledges. What
is clear is that whatever comes out of the summit needs to be taken up by existing
institutions: these can take legal decisions and allocate money. So it is important to
keep an eye on where UN FSS outcomes will land.

○ The Netherlands’ contribution to the UN FSS process is based on existing budgets, no
new allocation from development cooperation budgets expected for this topic.
Probably many member states will connect existing programme funding to the UN
FSS coalitions of action.

● Are conflict and hunger as a topic handled?
○ A: In AT5, the preparatory group has worked on solutions and recently asked countries

to step in. This unexpected process step has caused some concern about the role
division between action track groups and UN member states.

● Will NFP function as a central info point?
○ A: NFP will facilitate interaction between stakeholders from Dutch business,

development organisations, knowledge institutions and other interested parties and
the NL delegation. We will provide information and updates in the weeks before the
Pre-Summit, our website will provide guidance and references, and we expect to
support the organisation of daily online briefing sessions by the delegation.

Various stakeholders’ preparations and insights

Smallholder farmers & digitalisation – Suzanne van Tilburg, Rabobank

Within the complex preparatory process, some key stakeholders and tracks (AT 1, 4, 5) deal with
innovations and incomes of smallholder farmers, for a part also in a negotiating mode. Three main
ones are: a) the ‘100% living income coalition’ initiated by WBCSD, which has a session in the Main
programme of the Pre-Summit (as they are the only formal business partner represented in the
governance of the UN FSS). A high-policy push to living wages by Agnes Kalibata supports this agenda
in the context of the UN’s SDG 2030 ambitions. b) a coalition which focuses on data and digital
solutions for smallholders, including Syngenta Foundation, Global Farmer Network, NFP, Rabobank
Foundation and others. Different pieces of that are also addressed by others in other AT and other
solution clusters. The coalition tries to find the balance between a clear niche for their own work, while
keeping the connection to other activities in this domain to get more traction. c ) The ‘100 million



farmer’ proposition of the innovation level, initiative, by a/o. WEF, WBCSD, Gates Foundation, which
develops solutions in the area of decarbonisation pathways, and new business models for smallholder
farmers, with impressive KPIs.

“My advice to all of you, is to closely follow the conversations in the different action tracks, to
lobby for the target group you represent, and to focus on a clear deliverable action agenda!”

The True Price of Food - Claire van den Broek, TruePrice/Impact Institute.

A paper which was published on True Cost and True Price will be the basis for a session this week,
together with the Scientific Group of AT1. Discussion will be about how the real costs of the food
system can be addressed via true cost accounting and true pricing, with the help of science. The key
objective is how in the long run true cost will make healthy, sustainable food affordable.
At the Pre-Summit, an open session will be held on the global partnership for the True Price of Food
which is being formed, co hosted by True Cost, the Scientific Group, and Dutch government.

Q&A. During the national dialogue, there were still big differences of opinion on the need for true
pricing. How does this initiative deal with that? A/Claire:  We think that all stakeholders have a role to
play to internalise true costs in food prices. We welcome input from all sides to get different
perspectives, and see the engagement is impressive. There seems to be a momentum now. It is
certainly not just about incurring the cost in the consumer price, it is also about finding the right
solutions together. It is important to navigate delicately among the different interests. Comment/other
participant: there is a lot of discussion on dealing with trade-offs, also in the context of the
science-policy dialogue, but we should be careful to minimize all the trade-offs. E.g. if we  internalise
all externalities in the price this can be a risk, e.g. too high prices for the poor.

Food systems Resilience – Rojan Bolling, Netherlands Food Partnership, NFP

A group of organisations and member states explores opportunities to make the Food Systems
Resilience approach more practical. Based on an ongoing programme (FNS-REPRO) in which FAO and
a number of Dutch partners collaborate, these actors have developed a joint paper, which was also
discussed in a recent Independent Dialogue (1 July). During the Pre-Summit, FAO, World Bank, US, UK,
France, Germany, Netherlands will organise a parallel event. Getting member states on board for the
initiative is a process which happens now. For more information, contact Rojan Bolling.

Zero hunger key challenge for Design Academy students - Bente Meindertsma, NFP

A specific project is undertaken by the Eindhoven Design Academy and NFP, in which 110 Master
students from all continents explore food systems solutions from the design perspective. The final
presentations took place recently, and a few have been selected for a side event at the Pre-Summit,
for World Food Day and the Dutch design week. An example project, entitled ‘Cornstitution’ - explores
plant rights. See slides. For more information, contact Bente Meindertsma.

https://sc-fss2021.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/UNFSS_true_cost_of_food.pdf
mailto:rbolling@nlfoodpartnership.com
https://www.nlfoodpartnership.com/documents/235/210705_FSS_information_meeting_5_July_2021.pdf
mailto:bmeindertsma@nlfoodpartnership.com


Nutrition related coalitions and pledges – Mieke van Reenen, GAIN.

As part of AT1, a coalition is being developed on hunger and nutrition, to firm up the commitments of
member states and groups. The ‘Act4food, Act4 change’ pledge has been launched. Several dialogue
sessions have been organised on urban food systems; lessons from Dutch cities have been shared to
explore how these can be used by other cities. Cities are now seen as a constituency group, with a
particular session during the Pre-Summit main programme. This may generate a city lead action plan.
GAIN will participate in several parallel sessions. For more information, contact Mieke van Reenen.

Further remarks made during meeting and via chat
● “Chaos is a usual governance mechanism for the creation of traction towards systems change”
● “The Pre-Summit will be the real summit. Most of the decisions will be taken there,” according

to a participant who says this is the expectation of actors active in ATs. “The Summit itself is as
important,” was said in response to this.

● It is still not clear which role businesses and private sector should play, and what the added
value for them/us could be. WBCSD is fee-based membership organisation, mainly for bigger
companies. For medium-sized or small companies, even if they/we (as several Dutch seed
companies did) have been participating in some of the ‘solutions’ sessions, participation is
challenging since it is not their/our fulltime job. Recommended action: find ways to support
SMEs and family companies to link up with the UN FSS preparatory process.

● The Pre-Summit will enable a lot of parallel sessions at the same time; there is a concern that
many stakeholders work on the same topic and programme in parallel.

● NFP would be well placed to be a ‘clearing house’ in the preparatory process for September.
This would also facilitate the preparations and efficiency. Could it be considered to have a
small taskforce that prepares for September? Could NFP be part of the official delegation;
which would be also important for systems change?

Concluding remarks
● The Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality would like to keep

the lines open with the other stakeholders as much as possible, while they acknowledge that
this is very much about dealing with uncertainty.

● Specific actions by NFP foreseen in its role as Dutch information hub for the UN FSS during
July-September: website for information sharing; regular ‘drop-in’ calls for informal Q&A; daily
zoom briefings during Pre-Summit.

● Selection of Pre-Summit events with Dutch engagement will be available at the NFP website.
Those who would like to announce their event via NFP channels too, please contact NFP.

● Chair wishes all a successful preparation for the UN FSS Pre-Summit.

mailto:mvanreenen@gainhealth.org
https://www.nlfoodpartnership.com/food-systems-transformation/food-systems-summit-activities/recommended-sessions-pre-summit/
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